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The journey which began in May was a daring
recreation of the 1907 Peking to Paris Raid —
a great race across the world in new-fangled
things called motorcars, it was complete with
real life dazzling heroes and moustache
twirling villains. 

For Sydney cartoonist Warren Brown and his
partner, long-distance aviator and adventurer
Lang Kidby the recreation journey was a
dream come true. Their chance meeting at
the anniversary of D-Day in 2004 set the
wheels in motion, and 11 months down the
track a disparate bunch of personalities,
mostly Australian with a couple of New
Zealanders and a larger-than-life Dutchman
thrown in for good measure, set off to
recreate the greatest motoring achievement
of all time. 

The organisational logistics were enormous,
but finding five vehicles of the same marque
as those that participated in the original rally
was near impossible. But found they were.
The Itala and two de Dion Boutons were
unearthed in Australia, and a world-wide
search turned up the only roadworthy Spyker
in existence, together with its Dutch owner,
Stijnus Schotte, who was crazy enough to
volunteer the priceless motor to participate.
Stijnus took Spyker descendant Rob Spyker

with him as his co-driver. A veterinary
surgeon from New Zealand, Rob welcomed
the opportunity to participate in a car that
brought his family name to global attention a
century before. 

The Contal was a different matter. The
original still lies in a state of languid repose
somewhere in the Gobi Desert. The solution?
Build one. Eminent neurosurgeon John
Matheson who bought and drove the little
blue de Dion together with mechanic Andrew
Snelling, committed to building a replica of
the Contal. His son, motoring journalist Mick
Matheson drove the strange contraption with
the help of  New Zealander and corporate
whiz kid Christopher Boyle. Warren and Lang
drove the gleaming red Itala, and Keith
Brodie, corporate executive and his wife
Louise drove the yellow de Dion. God’s gift to
bush mechanics, Anthony Eden drove the
support truck and trailer, and Bev Kidby and I
an expeditioner on the trip who also happens
to work as a freelance publicist for ABC TV,
drove the crew vehicle, a beastly but reliable
van called Grace.

The cantankerous 100 year-old cars
negotiated their way from Beijing to the Great
Wall of China, through the Kalgan mountain
passes to Mongolia and the vast expanse of
the Gobi Desert, to the nightmare of Siberian
roads — a mad marriage of dirt and bitumen
pock-marked with potholes large enough to
swallow the smaller cars. Then Russia,
Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, Germany, the
Netherlands, Belgium followed before France.

Stupendous. Relentless. Breathtaking.
Challenging. Frightening. Extraordinary. And
every minute was captured on film by ABC
Television.  Producer Peter George headed up
a team of talented filmmakers —
cameramen/directors Paul Costello and
Bruce Permezel, sound recordists Katie
McCure and Graeme Wyse and production

Next month ABC TV premieres Peking to Paris. This extraordinary  4-part
series travels with a group of adventurers who set off in 100 year-old cars
on a 14,000 kilometre journey which took them more than a third of the
way around the globe. One of the travellers, Lynne Shaw tells the story
for Inside the ABC:
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A spot of bother for the de Dion
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‘It’s the tyranny of distance that
inspires Australian invention,’ says
New Inventors Executive Producer
Amanda Duthie. ‘People living in
remote areas looking at a problem
and a way to solve it – audiences
appreciate the ingenuity and spirit
behind an invention and are often
left with the question, ‘Well, why
didn’t I think of that?’

An appearance on the ABC’s New
Inventors program can simply be a
pat on the back after years in the
backyard refining an invention.
Often it is the break the inventor is
looking for to launch their creation
into the marketplace.

‘Some of the inventors have
definitely gone on to experience
success in various forms,’ says
Amanda. ‘The show is broadcast on
board Qantas flights, I know of
someone who saw an invention on
the program and couldn’t wait for
the plane to land to get in touch with
the inventor – there have definitely
been a number of angel investors for
some inventions.’

Inside the ABC looked at the
success story of two inventions
following their appearance on the
show.

Inventor Robert Patterson was a
former officer in the Australian
Army Reserve when he became
aware of the need for a sewage
system that could be used by troops
when a field position was occupied
for only a couple of hours. Last year
he presented his BiPu (Bioremedial
In-field Personnel Unit) on the New
Inventors. It is a low cost sewage
treatment system that can be
installed quickly, much like a kit and
is ideal for ‘extreme emergency
situations.’

‘Coming on the New Inventors
generated a lot of interest for BiPu,’

says New Inventors Series Producer
Kath Earle.

‘Bob Patterson recently received an
order from the Tasmanian
Government for an additional fifty
300 person BiPu systems following
the successful installation of forty
300 person systems in Tsunami
devastated Aceh,’ says Kath.
OXFAM Engineers are currently
being given BiPu familiarisation
training at a camp at Ujung Lancang
located on the devastated coast
35Km east of Banda Aceh. 

The total number of people
receiving safe sanitation through the
use of BiPu is now 27,000.

Mark Pallister never considered
himself to be much of an electronics
man but inspiration came when he
lost his 11-year-old son at sea for
nine hours while cruising from
Sydney to Queensland. Mark’s son
was a sleepwalker and during the
night the young boy had simply
walked off the boat. Luckily he was
wearing his life jacket and was
saved by Police Sea Search and
Rescue.

This was enough to spur Mark
Pallister into action for developing
MOBi-lert, a crew monitoring and
alarm system for sea vessels in the
event of a man-over-board incident.
Each crewmember wears a small
pendant around their neck and if

someone is knocked off the boat, or
falls off the boat, the alarm system
is immediately activated so all
efforts of search and recovery can
be carried out.

‘MOBi-lert was in our New Inventors
Grand Final last year,’ Kath Earle
explains. ‘It is now gaining
worldwide distribution networks. 

MOBi-lert is currently being
supplied to the United States,
United Kingdom, Sweden, Malta,
South Africa, New Zealand and
France with negotiations for Greece,
Argentina, Malaysia and China
almost complete.

The Western Australian Volunteer
Marine Rescue Service have fitted
MOBi-lert to all their 50 vessels and
the Coastguard across Australia is
now evaluating MOBi-lert for their
vessels. 

It has received a Seatrade Award –
the first for an Australian invention.

Kath Earle says ‘the main feedback
we get from the Inventors, is that
they get inundated with expressions
of interest about their invention after
the show. They usually say, ‘The fun
part was coming on the show and
now the real work begins.’ 

The New Inventors can be seen on
ABCTV on Wednesday nights at 8pm.

The Mother of All Invention 

Eureka for the Judge
Regular New Inventors panel judge Professor Veena
Sahajwalla is a joint winner of this year’s Eureka
Prize for Scientific Research. She won for her
groundbreaking research into using waste plastic
bottles instead of coal as the source of carbon in the
steel-making process. Steel makers in Australia and
around the world are already picking up the idea.
The Australian Museum Eureka Prizes are
Australia’s premier science awards.

assistant Kim Traill. The journey was incredibly hard
work for everyone – expeditioners and crew alike – but
overwhelmingly, it was a most satisfying experience for
all. 

Feted along the way by villagers and Ambassadors alike,
the expedition captured a sense of old-time high
adventure. The route, the original followed in 1907 and
closed for so long by war and political discord, was a

‘new’ frontier to be crossed. It’s a job that took its toll
physically and sometimes emotionally, and always there
was doubt that the splendid red, blue and white striped
Spyker, the handsome red Itala, little blue de Dion,
much-troubled yellow de Dion and the bizarre 3-wheeler
Contal would make it to the Eiffel Tower.

But make it they did, in what is undoubtedly the
adventure of a lifetime.

<<page 1 Peking to Paris



3inside the abcIn Brief
ABC broadcasters Julie

McCrossin and Virginia Trioli are
joining 702 ABC Sydney. Julie will
present the Breakfast program from
5.30am to 9am. Since 2000 Julie
has been heard as a  presenter of
Life Matters on ABC Radio National.
For ABC TV she was co-presenter
of the national media quiz show
Good News Week. She has
qualifications in Arts, Education
and Law. Two-time Walkley winner
Virginia Trioli who will present
Mornings from 9am to noon, has
been the voice of Drive on 774 ABC
Melbourne since 2001. She was
previously a journalist with with The
Age newspaper.

John Doyle will deliver the 10th

annual 702 ABC Sydney Andrew
Olle Media Lecture on 7 October.
Before creating the  character of
‘Rampaging’ Roy Slaven, John
worked as an actor and hosted an
afternoon program on 702 ABC
Sydney. He has received an
Honorary Doctorate of Letters from
the University of Newcastle and won
eight Australian Writers Guild
Awards (AWGIES) — for comedy
and for his scripts for the dramas
Changi and Marking Time. For
information regarding tickets phone
(02) 8333 1018. 

Australians  continue to value
the ABC according to an
independent national Newspoll
survey released this month. This is
the sixth  Newspoll survey. It reveals
that nine out of ten Australians
believe the ABC performs a
valuable service to the community.
Key figures in the survey include:- 
• 92 percent of viewers in
country and regional areas believe
the ABC is valuable; 
• 80 percent of Australians
perceive the quality of
programming on ABC Television to
be  good;  
• 63 percent believe the ABC
provides good quality radio
programming;  
• Nine out of ten  ABC Online
users describe the quality of the
content as very good. 

Now in ABC Shops
On the Bookshelf
For a year husband and wife filmmaking team Bob Connolly and Robin
Anderson lived in a grass hut with their two-year old daughter while filming
the third in their trilogy of documentary films on the Papua New Guinea
Highlands. They edited their 60 hours of footage into the multi award-winning
feature length documentary Black Harvest. Using Robin’s diaries as his
inspiration together with dozens of letters he wrote in the field, Bob has written
Making Black Harvest a moving memoir that not only sheds light on
filmmaking with his late wife but recounts with great honesty the pair’s moral
dilemmas as they document the unfolding disaster that overwhelms the
Ganiga tribespeople.

On DVD
In July this year ABCTV viewers first encountered a group of  extraordinary
Australians in the series We Can Be Heroes. A schoolgirl who proclaims her
dedication to charity, a housewife aiming for the heights of athletic prowess, a
deluded policeman, a stagestruck Chinese actor and a  farm boy with a gift for
his twin. They all  have two things in common — they aspire to be Australian
of the Year and they are all played by comedian Chris Lilley. The
mockumentary series, narrated by Jennifer Byrne has been sold to Fox
International Channels in the UK and to TVNZ in New Zealand (under the title
The Nominees). The full series is now available on DVD.

On CD
Award-winning ABC foreign correspondent Eric Campbell has been arrested
in Serbia, threatened with expulsion from China and has negotiated dating
rituals in Moscow. His book Absurdistan tells of his personal experiences
juggling life, love, fatherhood and a career as a reporter — often in highly
dangerous circumstances. ABC Audio has now released a 3CD set of Eric
reading from his book.

What’s New on ABC
ABC TV
The search for a sea route linking Europe to Asia — the fabled NorthWest
Passage —  was one of the most difficult and dangerous in the history of
exploration.  A two-part documentary, The Search for the Northwest Passsage
sheds new light on two famous expeditions.
Starts Sunday 25 September at 7.30pm.

A new prime time show called Vulture will offer an entertaining mix of
comedy and discussion on all aspects of art and culture in Australia and
overseas. Each week host Richard Fidler will be joined by four panelists from
an alternating group of regulars. Artists, performers and others will explore
themes and issues that shape the cultural landscape.
Starts Tuesday 27 September at 10pm.

In a four-part series  The Hit Game, Bazz Palmer (formerly with Hunters and
Collectors) takes viewers through four stories from inside Australia’s
independent music scene as four artists overcome all kinds of obstacles to
make it in the fickle business of music.
Starts screening Tuesday 27 September at 8pm.

ABC RADIO
In 2004 over 10,000 music lovers answered ABC Classic FM’s call to vote for
their favourite piano piece. ABC Classic FM and Opera Australia now launch
the Classic 100 Opera moments. Listeners have until 31 October  to lodge
their entries. The results will be counted down in  special live broadcasts
culminating in a gala performance at the Sydney Opera House.
Classic 100 Opera will be launched on 19 September. Full details at
abc.net.au/classic

ABC ONLINE
Special 10th anniversary site at abc.net.au/10years
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On 12 August  at the ABC Ultimo Centre in Sydney
the Minister for Communications, Information
Technology and the Arts, Senator the Hon Helen

Coonan joined  a group of  guests of ABC New Media and
Digital Services to celebrate 10 years of ABC Online.

ABC Managing Director Russell Balding paid tribute to
the ‘pioneers’ who started ABC Multimedia (as it was
known in 1995) on a shoestring budget. ‘They introduced
a fantastic new dimension to the way in which  the ABC
engages with its audience. ABC Online is an
extraordinary success story for the ABC. It is an inspiring
example of how the ABC has to continually be
responsive to our audience demands and expectations.
Today, more than ever, if the ABC is to remain relevant
our content has to be available on whatever platform and
at whatever time our audience requires it.’

ABC Chairman Donald McDonald introduced the
Minister who acknowledged the anniversary as ‘quite a
milestone and yet another example of how the ABC is a
leader in Australian broadcasting. Not only is the ABC
integral to our cultural landscape, it has become integral
to technological advancement and innovation. It has the
content, it has the platforms and it has us hooked.’

Emphasising that the Government is committed to the

ongoing development of the ABC and 21st century
broadcasting, Senator Coonan said ‘Our vision is for an
independent, successful ABC that delivers high quality
programming to Australian audiences as efficiently as
possible. We want to ensure that all Australians have
access to the ABC’s services, regardless of where they
live. And ABC Online has a critical role to play in
achieving that vision.’

The Minister announced a new funding initiative building
on the Broadband Production Initiative (BPI), the highly
successful  2002-2004 pilot partnership between the
Australian Film Commission (AFC) and ABC New Media
and Digital Services which produced seven
groundbreaking projects for delivery on the ABC’s
Broadband service. The new funding initiative between
the two organisations will be directed to producing
documentary and factual content for multi-platform
delivery and targeted for hosting and broadcast on the
ABC’s Broadband and ABC2 digital television services.

The Director of ABC New Media and Digital Services,
Lynley Marshall  pointed out that ‘The creativity and
innovation which has driven the success of ABC Online
has now extended into the successful development of
content and programs for ABC Broadband, ABC2,
mobile platforms, interactive TV and datacasting trials.

‘ABC Online is a living example of the imperative for
organisations to innovate and change with the
environment. Yesterday’s media consumers have
become today’s self schedulers and look destined to be
tomorrow’s media creators, so while we celebrate the
journey to our 10th birthday today we’re not looking back;
our vision is firmly fixed on the future and delivering the
content and programs which ensure the ABC remains
accessible and relevant to Australian audiences in the
decades to come.

‘And we have some great new initiatives coming up
including Playground Radio which will be Australia’s first
Internet radio service for children, a new home page for
Australian families which will be a portal for the wealth of
ABC content of relevance and interest to Australian
families. There’ll be a range of new regional Australian
content on broadband and ABC2, Australian Story will
have an interactive broadband version and the Four
Corners broadband specials will soon extend into the
interactive TV space.’

L-R: ABC Chairman Donald McDonald,  Senator the Hon Helen
Coonan, ABC Managing Director Russell Balding, ABC Director  of

New Media and Digital Services Lynley Marshall

ABC Celebrates a Decade of Success

In celebration of the tenth anniversary of the multi-
award winning ABCTV program Australian Story, the
ABC has launched The Great Australian Story

Challenge, a national competition for young aspiring
journalists. University students around Australia are
invited to produce a five-minute video in the style of
Australian Story with subjects telling their own story
without a narrator or on-screen interviewer.

The competition winner will receive a three-month
internship with the Australian Story team and finalists’
entries will be compiled into a special program to go to

air in May 2006 –  the actual anniversary date. 

Australian Story which is produced in the ABC’s
Brisbane studios as part of the ABC’s News and Current
Affairs output is one of ABCTV’s highest rating
programs, averaging more than a million viewers a week.

The Great Australian Story Challenge is the brainchild of
the program’s special contributor and occasional
presenter Caroline Jones. Information on how to enter
the GAS Challenge, entry forms and technical
specifications are available at abc.net.au/austory/gas.

Telling an Australian Story


